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Rolf Tamnes 

Professor, tilknyttet forskningsgruppen for sikkerhet og forsvar. 

 

Tamnes er dr.philos. fra 1991 og cand.philol. fra 1978, begge fra Universitetet i Oslo. Han var 

forsker og senere professor ved Institutt for forsvarsstudier/Forsvarets høgskole 1981–2021, 

direktør for instituttet 1996–2012 og professor II ved Universitetet i Oslo 1995–2009. Tamnes 

har hatt forskningsopphold ved Woodrow Wilson Center og Center for Strategic and 

International Studies i Washington DC og ved St Antony’s College i Oxford. Tamnes var 

medlem av Forsvarspolitisk utvalg 1999–2000 og Stortingets kontrollutvalg for etterretnings-, 

overvåkings- og sikkerhetstjeneste (EOS-utvalget) 2001–2003. Han ledet Ekspertgruppen for 

forsvaret av Norge 2014–2015 og var medlem av Afghanistanutvalget 2015–2016. Tamnes er 

medlem av Det Norske Vitenskaps-Akademi og Kungliga Krigsvetenskapsakademien.  

 

Tamnes’ ekspertise er sikkerhets- og forsvarspolitikk, nordisk sikkerhet og sikkerhet i 

nordområdene. 

 

 

Professor Rolf Tamnes 

Member of NUPI’s Research Group on Security and Defence. 

 

Tamnes holds a dr.philos (PhD) from 1991 and a cand.philol. (MA) in 1978, both from the 

University of Oslo. He served as a research fellow and later as a professor at the Norwegian 

Institute for Defence Studies/Norwegian Defence University College 1981–2021, was the 

director of the institute 1996–2012 and an adjunct professor at the University of Oslo 1995–

2009. Tamnes has been a visiting fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for 

Scholars and the Center for Strategic and International Studies, both in Washington, DC, and 

at St Antony’s College in Oxford. He was a member of the Government Defence Review 

Committee 1999–2000 and the Parliament Oversight Committee on Intelligence and Security. 

2001–2003. He chaired the Expert Commission on Norwegian Security and Defence Policy in 

2014–2015 and served as a member in the Afghanistan Inquiry Committee in 2015–2016. 

Tamnes is a member of The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters and The Royal 

Swedish Academy of War Sciences. 

 

His main area of expertise is security and defence policies, Nordic security, as well as security 

in the High North. 
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